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IntraductionIntraduction

• The motives and questions 
• The main elements and characters of 

rural transformations 
• The visions 
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Móricz Zsigmond
(1879 -1942)

ÁÁrvrváácska  (cska  (OrphanageOrphanage))



New Hungary (!) Rural
Developement Strategy



WhereWhere is (is (the ruralthe rural)) EuropeEurope? ? 



The The rural rural idillidill



TheThe characteristic features of rural characteristic features of rural 
HungaryHungary

1970 1970 –– 2000 2000 
• Subsidy of agriculture, the cooperatives and state 

farms, COMECON(!),
• Low level rural infrastructure, bad accessibility, 
• Desintegration in the towns - villages connections 
• „Inflation” of rural areas (unemployment, social 

problems, migration, etc.) 
• „Limeted” new function  
• „Unbelievable” suburbanization in the rural space

TheThe resultresult:: we do not know where we arewe do not know where we are? ? ☺☺ // in Europein Europe?  ?  



The  The  „„Hungarian pustaHungarian pusta””



The agricultural activity 
1970 1980 1990 2000

település mgaktivmgaktivmgaktivmgaktiv
Ágasegyháza 898 641 429 117
Ballószög 599 338 217 91
Bugac 2091 1239 843 563
Bugacpusztaháza - - 115 70
Helvécia 1411 1003 675 183
Hetényegyháza 728 482 - -
Kecskemét 6209 4753 5277 1220
Lakitelek 1324 1020 856 130
Nyárlőrinc 829 738 589 124
Szentkirály 950 654 577 182
Városföld 675 657 557 172
Összesen 15714 11525 10135 2852



Scattered farms inScattered farms in KiskunsKiskunsáág g 



Conflicts in the ruralConflicts in the rural –– urban fringe urban fringe 11



ConflictsConflicts inin the ruralthe rural –– urban fringe urban fringe 2.2.

TheThe HungarianHungarian Dallas!Dallas!



Haritage of landscape 



The The environmental conflits environmental conflits -- aridity aridity 

Év Vízhiány (km3)

1980 1,15

1985 2,32

1990 4,08

1995 4,80

2000 2,84

2003 4,81



New rural function - tourism



The modern agricultural activity 



…and degradation



Transformation of land use systemTransformation of land use system
Farkas JenFarkas Jenőő eded. . 



Inactivity Inactivity /100 p./100 p.



The The social problems social problems 



The The accesibility and the migrationaccesibility and the migration



By MarieBy Marie –– Claude MaurellClaude Maurell



Clusters of micro regionsClusters of micro regions
1992, 1997, 20021992, 1997, 2002



Rural clusters  Rural clusters  



The visions The visions 

A / competitive A / competitive 
agricultural sector agricultural sector 

B / B / agroagro--
environmentalenvironmental, , 
biobio--agricultural  agricultural  
sectorsector, , 

C / C / alternative alternative 
energyenergy--sector sector 

1 /1 / strong urban strong urban 
influenceinfluence,  ,  
suburban rural suburban rural 
space space 
2 / 2 / moderate moderate 
urban influenceurban influence, , 
capable of revival capable of revival 
rural space rural space 
3 / 3 / pheripheralpheripheral, , 
depopulated rural depopulated rural 
space space 

I / I / sustainable and sustainable and 
revivalrevival, , 

II / II / „„authenticauthentic””
rural rural (+(+tourism tourism 
and second and second 
homeshomes))

III/ III/ diversification 
of rural economy 



Thanks for your attentions!

„maidenhair”


